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UFV Properties Trust (doing business as 
“Campus Communities”) is mandated to 
develop UFV-owned lands on the Abbots-
ford campus for residential and mixed-use 
purposes. Since daily campus users will feel 
the most direct impact during development, 
this engagement focused on UFV’s internal 
community—students, employees, faculty, 
and alumni—to learn what matters most 
as Campus Communities pursues rezoning 
with the City of Abbotsford. 

This process offered a chance to gather input, 
align with plans like the UDistrict Neighbour-
hood Plan, and build transparency.

Survey Period and Participation
- The online survey ran from August 18  
  to September 23, 2025.
- A total of 164 respondents participated.
- Respondents included UFV students,
  faculty, staff, alumni, and a small number
  of neighbours who chose to participate.

Promotion and Participation
The survey was promoted through UFV 
email channels, on-campus posters, the 
Campus Communities website, and at open-
house events. Participation was voluntary.

Engagement Activities
Campus Communities gathered input through:
- Three on-campus open houses
- A targeted focus group with student and
  faculty participation
- Email correspondence from UFV community 
  members
- Meetings with UFV departments such  
  as Facilities Management, Campus  
  Planning, and Sustainability
- A UFV-driven Community Ideation Jam 
  (input informed early thinking but was  
  not included in the formal dataset)

Analysis Approach
Survey results included ranking questions, 
multiple-choice selections, and open-text 
responses. Quantitative data was analyzed 
using basic frequencies and ranking pat-
terns. Qualitative responses—including 
open-house notes and survey comments—
were thematically coded using AI-assisted 
analysis and manual review.

Considerations and Limitations
Because participation was voluntary and 
targeted toward UFV’s internal community, 
results reflect the views of engaged respon-
dents, not a representative sample of all 
UFV users or Abbotsford residents. Broader 
engagement will occur in future phases.
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Summary of Survey Questions

The survey included the following categories 
of questions:

Demographic Questions
- Relationship to UFV
- Age range
- Accessibility requirements
- Year of study if a student
- Number of bedrooms in current home
- If you were to move into this development,
  would you buy, rent or invest?
                                          
Transportation and Access
- How often do you visit the UFV  
  Abbotsford campus?
- What is your primary means of getting  
  to and from the UFV Campus?
- What would be your preferred means 
  of getting to and from UFV Campus if  
  you could?
- How important are each of the following
  parking/access to site considerations to you?

Amenities and Services
Rank a list of amenities on a scale of Less 
Important, Important, Very Important, Most 
Important, Don’t Know.

Open-Ended Questions
- What do you like, dislike, or find unclear
  about the landscape precedents shown
  below?
- What do you like, dislike, or find unclear
  about the building placement concept
  shown here?
- What other amenities and features would
  you like to see the Campus Communities
  team focus on while planning and building
  these projects?
- Is there anything else you would like us
  to know about UFV’s new campus  
  development?

All questions were optional.
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Survey Completion Rate (n=164)

Survey Respondents by Relationship to UFV and Age Group (n=164)
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Student Respondents By Year of Study (n=88)

Frequency of Campus Visits by Preferred Mode of Travel (n=106)
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Preferred Mode of Travel as a Percentage of Current Mode of Travel (n=72)

Rent, Buy, or Invest: Housing Preferences by Relationship with UFV (n=102)
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Number of Bedrooms in Current Home by Relationship with UFV (n=101)

Has Accessibility Requirements (n=50)
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Top Rated Amenities

8

Top-rated amenities 

Bylaws prohibiting smoking and vaping inside of homes

Bylaws preventing short-term vacation rentals

Variety of housing sizes and options within walking distance to campus

Gym for cardio primarily

Shared tool, appliance library

High-tech secure parcel and delivery facilities 

Outdoor community garden

Pet-friendly outdoor areas

High tech connected-community features 

Dedicated visitor parking, not UFV

Micro homes less than 350 sf to allow for low cost

Homes with a dedicated home office

Child outdoor play areas

General workshop, bike repair

Guest suite amenity for visitors

Outdoor fitness area 

Bike sharing options 

Car sharing options

Homes with dedicated lock-off suites 
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Thematic Coding Summary

Landscape Precedents Open-Ended Question: 
Themes by Count (n=94)

Desired Amenities Open-Ended Question:
Themes by Count (n=87)
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Building Placement Open-Ended Question: 
Themes by Count (n=97)

Other Comments:
Themes by Count (n=39)
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(Selected Quotes from Survey 
Open-Ended Questions)

Quotes are chosen for clarity and relevance, 
not to represent majority opinion. 

Campus Access & Mobility
“As a part-time student who works full-time, 
I only come to campus in the evenings—and 
parking is already difficult during events at 
the arena, when spots are limited and traffic 
becomes a challenge.”

“I am very concerned about the parking situ-
ation. With parking already limited, ensuring 
there is enough will be essential for usability.”

Amenities & Daily Life
“I really like the idea of having outdoor/
indoor café space to socialize, study, or 
relax—along with lots of green space where 
people can sit beneath trees and study.”
	
“None of these images except D seem to 
provide any sense of community; the space 
feels empty and provides no purpose unless 
there are useful amenities nearby.”

Landscape & Outdoor Spaces
“I like that they all have lots of room, seating, 
and walking. It looks safe, welcoming, and 
has lots of greenery.”

“It would be nice to have some sort of rain/
shade covers for all the options so the out-
doors can be used year-round.”

Built Form & Housing
“I find unclear what demographic of people 
will be able to enjoy this housing—will stu-
dents or people looking for a warm housing 
community be able to afford it?”

“Affordability and cultivating campus com-
munity is key.”

Community Integration
“I like the openness and community vibes in 
these pictures.”

“I like to see/have connections between 
home, workplace and community.”

Clarity, Trust & Understanding
“These spaces look nice, but I worry gath-
ering space is not enough for the general 
community, not just residents of the new 
buildings.”

“My question would be who maintains and 
who pays for these spaces once the concrete 
is poured and the dream has been sold.”
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